
Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation of Houston, Incorporated 
Board of Directors Meeting 
January 16, 2017 6:30 pm 

 
The following Foundation Board of Directors were in attendance: Thedrial Jackson, 
Betty Merritte-Williams, Lisa Brooks, LaDonna Harris, Bonita Morgan, Kim Topps, 
Lucy Bremond, Helen Houston, Charlotte Bryant, Glennice Stewart, Karen Grays, 
Arlene Shelby Carter 
 
The following Foundation members were in attendance: Barbara Roberts 
 
Call to Order: 
President Thedrial Jackson called the meeting to order at 6:36 pm. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda with the noted corrections. 
Meeting minutes date was changed.  The motion carried. 
 
Meditation: 
Bonita Morgan provided the meditation. 

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2016 meeting minutes were not available.  
 
Correspondence: 
Arlene Shelby Carter read the IEACF correspondence from the following: 
*Ivy Isle Foundation of Texas (charitable arm of the Beta Phi Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated) requested the Foundation purchase an 
ad for their souvenir book in support of their 2017 Mardi Gras Gala.  A motion was 
made and seconded to purchase a full-page ad at the cost of $125.00. The motion 
carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Lisa Brooks presented the following Treasurer’s Report information as of  
December 31,2016: 
Total Assets    $243,013.54 
Total Liability & Net Assets   $243,013.54 
Total Revenue YTD   $152,817.83 
Total Expenses YTD    $143,751.78 
Revenue in Excess of Expenses  $9,066.05 
 
Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion Show  
General Chairmen Barbara Roberts presented the report. The Scholarship Luncheon 
and Fashion Sow will be held on Sunday, April 2, 2017 at the Hilton Americas Hotel 
at 2pm. Tickets are $75 and Pearls of Wisdom tables are $750.   



Mrs. Roberts and President Jackson have had several meetings with hotel 
representatives to finalize all plans. The budget for the fashion show was presented 
and approved at the November 2016 Foundation meeting.  
 
Dillard’s has agreed to be our official clothier. Plus, the department store will 
sponsor the honoree reception.   Susan Bynam and her committee on Feb. 24 and 
25, 2017 will conduct a model call for the show.  
 
The committee will sale raffle ticket leading up to the show and during the show. 
First prize is two tickets on Southwest Airlines to the winner’s desired location.  
Second prize is an Apple watch. Third prize is an overnight stay at the Hilton 
Americas with spa treatment. Attendees to the luncheon and fashion show will be 
able to bid on other prizes such as a Texas Winery tour and Triple Play at the 
Ensemble at the silent auction.  A raffle will be held at the January 2017 sorority 
chapter meeting to raise additional funds. The Foundation will raffle off a 40-inch 
flat screen TV and several wine baskets. 
 
Honorees for the show are still being reviewed.  Twelve honoree packets have been 
distributed and the committee has received 27 requests.  Seven honorees have paid 
at this time. Some names being considered as 2017 honorees are Fort Bend Judge 
Tony Wallace, TV anchor Mia Gradney.  Attorney Jonathan Cox, and Ruby Austin. A 
lengthy discussion followed about the process for selecting honorees. Concerns 
were raised on the way in which honorees were selected with the “pay to play” 
method. The committee will revisit the process to make adjustments for next year’s 
show. 
 
Another discussion was held over the day of the fashion show always being on 
Sunday. President Jackson indicated cost, hotel availability, and other fashion shows 
in the area as reasons for the day and date.  
 
Housing Committee 
Lucy Bremond presented the report. She noted that the chapter and board have 
given approval to move forward with finding property for the Foundation and 
chapter. The committee will now meet with subcommittees to organize the process 
for collecting donations towards the project.  
 
Officer Elections for 2017 
President Jackson opened the floor follow for nominations for the 2017 officers. 
Lisa Brooks and LaDonna Harris were nominated for President. Mrs. Harris declined 
the nomination. 
Cherise Story was nominated for First Vice President. 
Kim Topps was nominated for Second Vice President. 
Sheri Cole was nominated for Recording Secretary. 
Glennice Stewart was nominated for Treasurer and decline the nomination. 
No nominations were made for Financial Secretary. 



The President-Elect will appoint a Treasurer and Financial Secretary. A motion was 
made and second to accept the unopposed nominations by acclamation. The motion 
carried.  
 
Unfinished Business 
President Jackson said the BOD should ratify the vote of the HMAC Backpack Service 
Project. THE BOD voted via email to help support the chapter in the amount of $947. 
Alpha Kappa Omega gave $827. And $593 was collected from members. Backpacks 
were $2.67 per backpack. The backpacks benefitted students at Blackshear and 
Shady Oaks Elementary Schools. 
 
Hotel Contracts 
President Jackson signed a contact with the Hilton Americas in preparation for the 
signature event.  
 
Elected BOD Positions 
Voting results for the BOD elections at the November Foundation meeting are listed 
below: 
Karen Aubrey 142 
Elnora Flewellen 207 
Ladonna Harris 111 
Dawn DuBose Randle 111 
Connie Stewart 162 
Kim Topps 135 
 
Ms. Shelby declined to serve her second term on the BOD.  Jo-Carolyn Goode, the 
next member with the highest number of votes, will now serve on the Board.  
 
New Business 
Sheri Cole presented a way for the Foundation to raise money via Al’s Formal Wear 
Vender Program. The Foundation will receive $5 for every tuxedo rented by the 
escorts and fathers involved in the 2017 Debutante Ball sponsored by the chapter. 
The chapter cannot receive the funds because they don’t have an EIN number.  Sheri 
asked from the BOD to provide approval of the fundraiser. A motion was made and 
seconded. The motion carried 
 
President’s Remarks 
President Jackson gave her farewell remarks. She thanked the BOD for their 
confidence in her as President. She expressed her appreciation for everyone and 
their hard work.  She stated that serving as President had been an honor and 
privilege. 
 
Member Emeritus’ Remarks 
Charlotte Bryant exclaimed her excited for the Foundation and the potential of 
organization under Lisa Brooks as President.  
 



Adjournment 
President Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:56 pm. 
 
Submitted by: Jo-Carolyn Goode, 2016 Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


