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IVY EDUCATIONAL AND CHARITABLE FOUNDATION OF HOUSTON, INCORPORATED  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2017  

  

The meeting was called to order by Board President Lisa Brooks at 6:35PM at the Power Center  

  

Board Members in attendance:  2017: Lisa Brooks, Kim Topps, Marsha Penn, Carole Pinkett,  

LaDonna Harris, JoCarolyn Goode, Dawn Dubose, Helen Houston, Elnora Flewellen, Bonita  

Morgan, Connie Stewart, Karen Aubrey, Cherise Story, Glenniece Stewart, and 2018: Michalyn 

Demaris-Porter, Kim Topps, Marsha Penn, LaDonna Harris, Elnora Flewellen, Connie Steward, 

Karen Aubrey, Cherise Story, Tishauna Washington, Pippa Andrews, Bettye Merritte-Williams and 

Brenda Davis.  Emeritus Board member:  Charlotte Bryant; Other Foundation members in 

attendance: Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz.  

  

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by President Brooks to approve the agenda.  Mrs. 

Cherise Story asked that the minutes of the meeting requested by 2/3 of the board of directors 

that was held on January 10, 2018 be added to the agenda.  Copies were distributed to the board.  

A motion made by Mrs. Elnora Flewellen to approve the addition of the minutes from the January 

10, 2018 meeting to be added to the agenda was seconded by Mrs. Connie Steward.  President 

Brooks denied the motion stating the motion was invalid and the meeting was invalid, and the 

meeting minutes would be addressed in new business.  President Brooks refused to carry the 

motion.  After lengthy discussion, the meeting agenda was tabled.  

  

Meditation:  Ms. Karen Aubrey provided the meditation.  

  

Approval of November 9, 2017 Meeting Minutes:  President Brooks called for the approval of 

the minutes that were emailed.  A question was raised by Mrs. Cherise Story as to whether the 

minutes from the November 9, 2017 meeting needed to be approved again as they had been 

approved at the January 10, 2018 meeting.  President Brooks stated the meeting was invalid.  She 

further explained that the financial reports were not available; therefore, she rescheduled the 

meeting.  She also reiterated the meeting called on January 10, 2018 was not valid and was illegal.   
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President Brooks contacted the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Regional Director, Mrs. Katina 

Semien to address her concerns.  A call was made again for the approval of the November 9, 2017 

meeting minutes as received via email. A motion was made by Ms. Kim Topps to accept the 

approval of the emailed minutes and was second by Ms. JoCarolyn Goode. The motion failed.    

  

Correspondence:   President Brooks read the correspondence received: (1) Alpha Kappa Omega 

Chapter Health Committee has presented the Pink Goes Red Event and requested a $100.00 

donation. (2) A thank you letter was received from The Blue Triangle Multicultural Association 

for a $1,000.00 donation.  (3) A letter was received from Brianna Givens, Kashmere High School 

Scholarship Recipient.  (4) A Thank You letter regarding a $250 Foundation donation was received 

from Change Happens. (5) A tax receipt for the $1,000.00 Foundation donation to the Greater 

Houston Foundation was received.  Ms. LaDonna Harris raised a concern about the Pink Goes Red 

Event and mentioned that the Board cannot approve any donations if the body hasn’t approved 

the budget.  The board could only provide tentative approval.  President Brooks stated that the 

line item would be taken from the Health Promotion and the approval of the budget would take 

place at the January 20, 2018 foundation meeting.    

  

Financial Secretary Report:  Mrs. Bonita Morgan gave the Financial Secretary’s Report.  The funds 

collected for the reporting period of January 1, 2017 thru December 31, 2017 was $121,950.79 

and funds for the period of January 1, 2017 thru December 31, 2017 for Eventbrite was $45, 

777.49 for a year to date total of $167,728.28.   Board members requested that specific updates 

be made to the report.  The corrected report will be forward to the President for printing. 

  

Gifts: Mrs. Charlotte Bryant gave the report.  Amounts included: “Count Me In” (Chapter 

Housing Fund): $9,450.00. “In Memory of “:  $2,627. 00; Employee Matching Funds:   

$3,585.00; Gifts: $2,159.00.  Total Contributions:  $8, 371.00 (excluding Count Me In).    

Mrs. Betty Merritte-Williams raised a suggestion, a scholarship in the name of Dorothy Lawson 

be rounded up to $2,500.00.  However, there is a concern that the $2,500.00 will not be available 

next year.  A recommendation was made by Dr. Michalyn Demaris-Porter to refer this action item 

to the Scholarship Committee to investigate criteria for setting up a recurring scholarship.  A 

motion was made by Mrs. Carole Pinkett to approve a roundup of the $2,312.00 to a $2,500.00 

scholarship in the name of Dorothy Lawson and second by Ms. Tishauna Washington.   Motion 

passed.  This action item will be referred to the Scholarship Committee.    

 

President Brooks stated that the Housing fund totals did not coincide with the Financial Secretary 

and Treasurer totals.  She requested that the Financial team totals. 

  

Treasurers Report:  Dr. Dawn Dubose gave the Statement of Financial Position Total Liabilities & 

Net Assets:  $298,694.17, and the Budget to Actual report.   President Brooks thanked Mrs. Bonita 

Morgan and Dr. Dawn Dubose for their hard work this year.  President Brooks also stated that 

the Board of Directors annual report was sent to MET Printing.   
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A question was raised by Mrs. Carole Pinkett on the information printed in the report due to 

incorrect financials.  President Brooks stated that there are mistakes in the financial section which 

will be corrected.  Mrs. Pinkett also questioned why the report was not approved by the board 

before printing.  President Brooks stated, there was currently not a bylaw in place to address the 

approval of the annual report before the presentation to the body.  Mrs. Carole Pinkett moved 

that the 2018 annual report be approved by the board before being sent to the printer and 

distributed to the body.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Connie Stewart.  The motion passed.  

  

2018 Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion Show:   Ms. Yolanda Murdock gave the report.  2018  

SLFS hotel and audio-visual components have been secured.  Tickets are available on-line thru 

Eventbrite.  The Steering Committee provided responsibilities updates.  Information was 

uploaded to the website.  There are 2 model calls to take place, February 3, 2018 and March 3, 

2018.    Ms. Murdock affirmed that deadlines and all information was included in all 

documentation sent to Corporate Sponsors.  There is a new ticket, Timeless Pearl $120.  There is 

a new seating arrangement in the ballroom.  The 2018 SLFS Committee is asking that all Board 

and Foundation members come together to make this a huge success.  Next SLFS Meeting is 

February 3, 2018, Hiram Clarke Multi-Purpose Center, 11:00am.  

  

Annual Report: President Brooks stated that the report was submitted to MET Printing.  Financial 

updates will be corrected before printing and distribution at the January 20, 2018 foundation 

meeting.  

  

Election of Officers: President Brooks presented the election challenge raised by Mrs. Betty 

Merritte-Williams on the results of the 2018 Election of Board of Directors after the conclusion 

of the December 16, 2017 regular meeting.  President Brooks also voiced concerns regarding a 

request for a new Board of Directors election that was submitted by Ms. Karen Grays to the 1st 

Vice President, Mrs. Story.  Mrs. Story stated that only the body could request a recount or a new 

election.   

 

Ms. LaDonna Harris moved that the 2018 results of the Board of Directors stand as elected at the 

December 16, 2017 regular meeting.  The motion was second by Mrs. Elnora Flewellen.  President 

Brooks refused to carry the motion.  A discussion then took place on the legitimacy of the 

complaint because the election results were not challenged before the meeting was adjourned.  

Mrs. Betty Merritte-Williams confirmed that she did not submit a written challenge of the vote 

to Mrs. Cherise Story; however, a verbal challenge was provided. The tellers committee 

statement written to President Brooks and Vice President Story was presented and disseminated 

to the Board of Directors.  A lengthy discussion took place between the board members and 

President Brooks.  The discussion was tabled, concerns were deferred to be discussed at the 

foundation meeting January 20, 2018.  
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Adjournment:  President adjourned the meeting at 9:25PM.  

  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

  

Michalyn Demaris-Porter   

2018 Board of Director Member  


